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Concerning Church Government, 
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Eſus Chriſt upoa whoſe ſhoulders the / 
V® Govetnment is, whoſe name is-called 0 
Rf Wondertull, Counſellour, the Mighty g.6p 2 
iz God, the everlaſting Father,the Prince Fre 
WY of Peace, ofthe encreaſe of whoſe Go- / 3 
<<E = vernment and Peace, there (hall beno-' 
end, who {its upon the throne of David; andpon his 
Kingdom ro order it, atd to eſtabliſh with Judgement: 
and Juke, from henceforth even: torever, having all: 
A232 power 
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y- Looper dead and 77 6-4 
* Epbx. Owne* Right Hand, farre above all Principalities and 
- 22>. /Power, and Might and Dominion, and every Name 
+ 2-23 chatis named, not onlyin this World , bur allo ig thas 
” red with which js rocome, and.purt all things under his feet, and 
Eph. gave him to be the head overall things , tothe Church 
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+9111. which is bis Body; the fulneſle of him that filleth all in - 


6818 all; He being aſcended up far above all Heavens, that 
he might fill all things, received gifts for his Church, 
and gave offices neceſlary for the edification of. his 
Church, and petfeRing ot his Saints. 


6 Of the Church. | 


Here is one Generall Church viſible held forth in 
the New Teſtament, 1 Cor.12.12,13,28. together* 
with the reſt of the Chapter. - 

The Miniſtery, Oracles, and Ordinancesof the New 
Teſtament ,. are given by Jeſus Chriſt to the Generall 
Church viſible, forthe poneng and perfecting of it in 
this life uncill his ſecond coming , 1 Cor.12.28, Eph.g. 

5. compared with verſ. 10, 11, 12, 13,15, 16, of the 

ame Chapter. 

Particular viſible Churches , Members of the .Gene- 
ralt Churchare alſo beld forth in the New Teſtamenr, 
Gal. 1.21, 22+ Rev. 14 4, 20.and Rev. 2, 1. Particular 
Churches iathe Primitive times were made up of viſible 
Saints, vi7. | Otſuch as being: of age profeſſed faith in 
Chriſt , #4 obedience unto: Chriſt, according to the 
rule of Faith and Lite taught ty Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
And of their Children, 47s 2. 38,41. 4s 2, ver}. laſt, 
compared 
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compared with AG7-5, 14, 1 Cox. . compared wit! 
the 2\Cor:9.13. LAGRL2, 39. 1 Cor. 7, 14« Rome11,16* 
and. fo forward, Mark.10.14. compared with Hatth.19* 
13,14. Luke 18.1516. 


Of the Officers of the Church. 


T5 Officers which Chriſt hath appointed forthe 
edification of his Church , and the perfeRing of 
the Saints are, 

Some extraordinary , as Apoſtles , Evangeliſts, and 
Prophets whichare ceaſed. 
. Others ordinary and perpetual , as Paſtors , Teach» 
ers, and other Church Governoursand Deacons. 


Paſtors. 


He Paſtor is an ordinary and perpetuall Officer iny 
the Church, Fer.3. 15, 16,17. Prophecying ofthe 
time of the Goſpel, 1 Pet.$-243,4. Epheſ. 441140291 3+ 

Firſt, It belongs ro his office; 

To-pry farand with'bis ack as the mouth of the 
people unto God, AH 62,34 44: 20.36, Where 
Preaching and Prayer are joyngd as (everall pars of the 
ſame Office , Fames 5.14,15+ The Office ot the Elders 
that is the Paſtor, is to pray for the lick, even m private, 
to which a bleſling is eſpecially promaſed, much more: 
therefore ought he to performe this inthe publike exe» 
curion of his Office as a part thereof , 1 Cor. 14e-V&/+: 
If, 16. : - (44: 4414 
To read the' Scripture: publikely , for the proofe oh 
Which Z . 
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| 1 -+Fddiht 
7. That the Prieſts and: Levites in the Jewiſh" 
Church , were truſted with the publike reading of the 
, Word, as is proved, Dewt. 31. 9,10, 11. Nehem,8.1, 
2, and 13. pe 4 
2. That che Miniſters of the Goſpel have as 
ample a Charge and:Commiſſionto diſpence the Word 
as well as other Ordinances, as the Prieſts and Levites 
had under the Law'proved;, Iſa. 66. 21. Mat. 33+ 34+ 
where our Saviour intiruleth the Officers of the New 


Teſtament whom he will ſend forth by the ſame names' 


of the teachers of the Old. | | 
Which Propoſitions prove, that therefore ( the duty 
being of a Morall nature ) it tolloweth by juſt confe- 
quence , that.the publike reading of the Scriptures be- 
longeth to the Paſtors Office. 

To feed the Flock by Preaching of the Word accor- 
ding to which he is toteach , convince, reprove, exhort 
and comfort, 1 Tim,3.2. 2 Tim.3:verſ.16,17, Tit.1.9. 

- To Carechiſe which is a plaine laying down the firſt 
principles ofthe Oracles of God, Heb.5.12. or of the 
DoRtrine of Chriſt, and is a part of Preaching. 

To diſpence other divine myſteries, 1 Cor.4.1,2. 

To adminiſter the Sacraments, Matth. 28. 19, 20. 
Mark 16.15,16. 1Corimh.11.23,24,25. compared with 
I Cor. 10.16. '\ 

; To blefle the People from God, Nwmb.6. 23,2425, 
26, compared with Rev.14.5. ( where the ſame ble(- 
ſings ws Perſons from whom they come are expreſly 
mentioned) 1ſai4h 66. 21. Where under the names of 
Prieſts and Levites to bee continued under the Goſpel, 
are meant Evangelicall Paſtors, whotherefore are by 
Office to bleſle the People, Deat.10.8. 2 Cor.13. 14 
Epheſ.1.2.' | To 
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2 To rake care of the'poor, AG 11. 30. Als 47 
34, 35, 36,37. 4s 6.2, 354. 1 C16. I, 2, 3,4 
GE 36160522 

And he hath alſoa ruling power over the flock as x 
Paſtor, 1 Tim.5.17. Acts 20.17. and 28. 1 Theſſ, 5, 12. 
Heba13.7,17- | 


Teacher or Door. 


THe Scripture doth hold outthe name and title of 
Teacher, as well as of thePaſtor, 1 Cor. 12. 28; 
Epheſ.4. 17: 

Who 15 alſo a Miniſter of the Word as well as the 
Pa{tor, and hath power of adminiſtration of the Sacra» 
ments. 

The Lord having given different gifts , and divers 
excrciſes according to theſe gifts in the Miniſtery of the 
Word , Roms. 12. 6,7,8.” 1 Cor. 12. 1,4,5,6,7- Though 
theſe different gifrs may meet in and accordingly be ex- 
erciſed by one and the{ame Miniſter, 1 Cor. 14.3. 2 Tim.. 
4.2. Tit.1.9. yet where be ſeverall Miniſters inthe ſame 
Congregation, they may be deſigned to-ſeverall im- 
ployments , according to the different gifts in which 
each of them doth moſt excell, Rom.12.6,7,8. 1 Pet. 4. 
10,71; and heethar' doth more excell in expoſition of 
Scripture, inteachingſound Dodrine , and in convin- 


cing gain-ſayers, than he doth in application and is ac- 
cordingly imployed therein ,, may be called a Teacher, 
or Docor (the places'alledged by the Notation of the 


Word doth prove the Propofiction') Neverthelefle, 


where is but one Miniſter in a particular Congregation, 
kei to performe ſo far as he is able. the whole. work of 


the. 
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ed, 1. Tim, 6.2. 
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' A Teacher or Do@or is of moſt excellent uſe in 


Schooles, and Univetlities, as of .ald in the. Schaoles 


of rhe CIOPNcth and at Jerylalem, where Gamai 
others taught as DoQors. £1 


Other Charch: Governours. bY 


S there were in the Jewiſh Church, Elders of the 
" Apeople joyned with the Prieſts and Levites in the 
overnment of the Church (as appeareth in the 2 Chre, 
19, 8, 9, 10. ): So Ghriſt whohath inſtiruted a Govern- 
ment,and Governours Ecclefiaſticall inthe Church,hath 
furniſhed ſome in his Church, beſide the Miniſters of the 
Word ,: with gifts for.Goverament, and with commil- 
Gon to execute the lame when called thereunto , wha 
areto joyne with the Miniſter in the Government of the 
Church, Row. 12. 7,$. 1. Cor. 12. 28. which Officers, 
Reformed Churches, commonly call Elders, 


Deacons. 


He Scripture doth hold out Deacons as diſtin& 
Officers inthe Church, Phil, 1.x. 2. T6, 3. $+ 
Whole office is perpetuall, 1 Tix. 3.8. to wy 15s 
As 6. 1,243,4- To whole office ix belongs not to 
preach the Word or adminiſter the Sacraments 4. but ta 
rake {peciall care in diſtributingto- the neceſſities of rhe 
paor , LAG: 6.1,2, 3, 4- andthe verſes following, 
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camber dented x1 erin One pMHGE;, It is "rg nd 
expegient that they, ſhould be divided-io 
Axcd\Congregariors, for the bettek adf 6 Apt aac of 
ſuch Ordingnces as belong ones thei, and.the dit harge 
mautuall'daries;, 1 Cor. 14, oo F217 26. £6 all thipgs bee 
Gone't P0-/ hg ; tttdiwer es 32. deat, 
"The ordit Tr eb of Aividin li 6 dithg 
ongregatione, atidjnoſt expedient for edibeauon, is 
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better opportunity rhere ore il harge them.s W ; 
forall tyeTs perpetual, for Ch YR: 
the Law but to'fulfih it. 
Secondly, The Communion of Saints muſt ey ore 
dered4s\mayand withithe mott convenient uſe'of the 
ordinances, and diſchay 664 Mpralkdiyies without re- 
ſpe of Perſons, 1 Cor. 14.26; Lt all things be done un- 
to hip oe: Heb. 19. 249 25 -! FAY 2; 15+" \ 
wdly , The Paftorand People nauf (0 neecty co- 
hoe A Dpcerh # ſPIþey: way murually performe- 
FRA. rather web molt conyeniencys! >: | |? 
this. COMpayy Gow wok bee fer pſ7 40 hene. 
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F , oro the lea gvar4 tolabour in the Wo 
j-n DoRtrine , andto Rule, Prov, 29+ +18;.1 Timm. 5. 17 
H 1 . 13. 
'Tr wr id equi that there ſhould be others, to ſoyne 
overnment, 1 Cor.12.28. 
Andlikewile it is requiſite that there be others to take 
hn care for therelick ot the poor, Ad%6. 2,3 
numberof each of which is tobe proportioned 
diets {ing ro the condition of the Congregation. , 
Theſe Officers are to meet together ar convenientand 
_ - ſertimes, for the well ordering of che affaizes of ;thar 
Congregation , each accordingto his Office, 
Tris moſt expedi ent that in theſe meetings, one whoſe 
Office is "9 {abour in the Word and ah thay , do mo», 
derate intheit 'ptocteditigs,” £0 f I”... 


Of the ordinance. s in-a PARTON 
Hs " 44) Congregation. / 4s 


T He ardiomey: if i Oo Kion;are Prayer, 
Thankſpiving, and gmg 0 Plalmes', 1 Tim. 2., 

verſu11"1'C#V344'15; 16; The word read ( alrhic 

there folownoimmediate explication of whar is re 

the Word! ded-and applyed ,' Catechiſing , the 

S3craments adminiſtred, Colle&ion made for the poor, 
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cicem 4  aftrared s. Govern amene, and Gover- 
nours Eccleſiaſtical in the Sdyich to that purpoſe 
the Apoſtles did immediatly receivethe keyes from the 
hand of Jeſus Chyiſt, and did uſe andexerciſe, them-in 
al the Churches of the World upenall oc ligns. 
"Arid Chriſt hath ſince continually- furayhed lome. in 
hisCtuirch with gifrs-of Governmen: , and with, comy, 
miſhon ro execute the lame When called thereunto..,” 
Tek lawfilllland 4orevable ts the "Word of God, that 
che Church' be governed by feverall ſorts of Aſſemblies, 


which are Congregational, Ciaſheall pad -aynodirall. 


bl" the power 1 Common of all. 
© 1.1.-1.4 obeſe Hfſemblies;” 7 7192 41h 


T is lawfull andagtceabletorhe Word'sf God: thar 
the ſeverall Aſſemblies before moneys have power 
convent andcallbetorethem any-perſon within Woke 
Everall bounds , whom \the'Beelefiaſticall' by 
which is beforerhemdorh concett ; ; pfored bye 
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{Ob have power £0 hear and dererinine ſuch cauſes 
and. recs a5\daotderly:comebeforerhein;"” '! 
"It is lawtull nd agreeable to the Wierd of God, thar 
all the. ſid Adowblies have %-wals "power | to Uiſpence 
Church.cenlurese .; "$5 : of 
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